4.1 Learning Support in the Physics Department
Meeting the learning objectives of all our students regardless of their background or level is crucial to our success as a department. 

We liaise closely with the learning support department throughout the academic year and monitor the progress and requirements of the pupils attending learning support. 

In the classroom environment we are fully aware of all each of our pupils’ needs and work to facilitate learning across the spectrum. 

We are fortunate in the school in that we have a dedicated Special Needs Co-ordinator who is passionate about her work and is always available to impart advice and suggested teaching strategies when called upon.

One of the physics teachers [NC] has been allocated two periods per week to provide extra support to students who take Science and Applied Maths.

These students do not do Irish and so attend this extra class when they would otherwise be in the Study Hall (A10) and so do not lose out elsewhere.

This is part of the general school policy to provide as much special needs support as possible by using available periods in the ‘regular’ teachers’ timetables.

The support classes for NC are timetabled as follows:

Thursday (period 4): 

Form 5 Applied Maths - 5 students. 
We generally use this period to tease out any issues that have arisen during the previous week and to work on revision topics.

Saturday (period 2) 

Form 2 Science – 5 students.
This period is used help the students to revise. We concentrating on exam questions which cover topics the students would have done in class and where appropriate we carry out the relevant experiments to help the students remember doing them.
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